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[ Abstract] : Objective To investigate the postoperative respiratory tract infection in children with congenital heart disease
(CHD) during the outbreak of novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID—-19). Methods The clinical data of 232 children with CHD
hospitalized in our hospital were retrospectively analyzed. The children hospitalized from January 1 to April 17 in 2020 were included in
the observation group (n = 81), and the children hospitalized during the same period in 2019 were included in the control group (n=
151). The postoperative nosocomial infection rate, respiratory tract infection rate after discharge and readmission were compared be-
tween the two groups. Results The rate of postoperative nosocomial infection in children with CHD was 3.02%. The rates of lower re-
spiratory tract infection and blood infection in the observation group were lower than those in the control group with no statistically sig-
nificant differences ( P >0.05). There was no significant difference in nosocomial infection rate and disease distribution between the
two groups ( P >0.05). The rate of respiratory tract infection after discharge in children was 12.12%. The rate of respiratory tract infec-
tion after discharge in observation group was significantly lower than that of control group. The proportion of children infected only 1
time in observation group was significantly lower than that of control group. There was no statistically significant difference in the distri-
bution of infectious diseases and the proportion of children with two or more infections between the two groups ( P >0.05). Conclusion

Compared with the same period last year, the rate of postoperative respiratory tract infection after discharge in children with CHD de-
creased during the epidemic period, and there was no significant difference in the rate of nosocomial infection.
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